GERMANY AND WESTERN CIVILIZATION

other words, inclined to press upon the world precisely those
ideals of a purely libertarian democracy which were found want-
ing in Europe in the past century and which created the pro-
letarian revolt against a bourgeois society. Our influence in this
direction has an added fantastic character because we actually
seem to require a purer practice in Europe than we are our-
selves inclined to observe. A democratic administration in Eu-
rope acts as if Robert Taft were President. The disadvantages
of this procedure are particularly obvious in Germany, but they
are only more vivid examples of the loss of prestige to the demo-
cratic cause everywhere.

Our nation will never be able to sustain its leadership in the
grand alliance of free nations if it does not learn at least as well
as the Romans once learned to recognize the limits of their own
way of life in dealing with other nations. The so-called "free
world" will never justify itself by freedom alone. The problem
of modern technical society has always been how to achieve
justice within the framework of freedom and how to preserve
freedom within a framework of justice. The Communist dog-
matism solves that problem by annulling freedom. It is only be-
cause its answer has proved to be so intolerable that a provi-
sional toleration has been established in Germany for other false
solutions. There are no absolute solutions for this problem. We
can preserve a free society only if we seek solutions modestly
point by point. In Germany, as in the rest of Europe, the demo-
cratic socialist parties have become almost as sterile as the con-
servative parties in seeking a solution.

Our cultural relations with Germany are also a vivid symbol
of the cultural relations to our whole world. Our denazification
program, with its abortive effort to determine the nice shades of
complicity of various individuals in the vast collective guilt of
Germany, betrayed an individualistic approach to collective
problems which Europe finds difficult to understand. We were
right in jailing the actual Nazi criminals, but we did not under-
stand sufficiently that collective evil colors all individuals in the
collective. The restoration of a nation to moral health requires
not so much nice distinctions between Nazis and anti-Nazis
(which is particularly difficult because the vast majority of any